[image: image8.jpg]




Model Lesson Plan

Writer’s Name: Deanna Stegemiller
School: Walker Station Elementary
	Course:

Social Studies


	Title of Unit:

Constitution
	Title of Lesson:
Why was the Constitution necessary?

	Grade Level:

5th 


	
	Time Frame:
50-60 minutes

	Description

Big Idea question- Why was it necessary for the founding fathers to create the Constitution instead of continuing to use the Articles of Confederation?

Students will compare excerpts from the Articles of Confederation with the Constitution.  Students will identify what “ideas” the founding fathers took/used from the Articles of Confederation to help them create the Constitution.  What were the problems with the Articles?  Students will also identify other ways the two documents are different and why. 



	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
 5(3)  History. The student understands the events that led from the Articles of Confederation to the creation of the U.S. Constitution and the government it established. The student is expected to:

(A)  identify the issues that led to the creation of the U.S. Constitution, including the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation; and

5(16)  Government. The student understands the framework of government created by the U.S. Constitution of 1787. The student is expected to:

 (B)  identify the reasons for and describe the system of checks and balances outlined in the U.S. Constitution; and

(C)  distinguish between national and state governments and compare their responsibilities in the U.S. federal system.
 5(24)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer software; interviews; biographies; oral, print, and visual material; documents; and artifacts to acquire information about the United States;
(B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions;



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
*Students should already have some knowledge on the Articles of Confederation.

A. Too weak

B. First attempt at creating a form of government in the United States

*You will need to put students into six different groups 
*Explain to the students that they are going to imagine they are one of the founding fathers of the Constitution.  *When they examine the excerpts from the Articles of Confederation and Constitution, they will have to infer what the founding fathers discussed (be sure to explain that there is not a right or wrong answer when you infer).

*Students will need some basic knowledge on inferring.

*Explain to students (before they begin) that they will need to use text evidence from the documents to support their answers. 

*Suggestion: when printing the attached documents, print each handout on a different color paper




	Materials needed:

[image: image1.emf]Handout 1 AOC &  Constitution Amendment Process.doc

    
[image: image2.emf]Handout 2 AOC &  Constitution- Compare table of contents.doc

   
[image: image3.emf]Handout 3 AOC &  Constitution- Taxing.doc

   

[image: image4.emf]Handout 4 AOC &  Constitution Number of Votes.doc

     
[image: image5.emf]Handout 5 AOC &  Constitution- Who had the most power.doc

   
[image: image6.emf]Handout 6 AOC &  Constitution Legislative Branch.doc



[image: image7.emf]H:\5th grade\Memoir  Rubric.doc


We the Kids by David Catrow

Miracle at Philadelphia by Catherine Drinker Bowen (for teachers)


	Websites used:
http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html
http://www.usconstitution.net/articles.html


	Procedures/Activities
Engage –  Read We the Kids by David Catrow
Explain- 

1. Put students into six groups.

2. Pass out excerpts from the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution. (Each group should only get one handout- they will become the expert on that section and present their findings to the class)

3. Explain the directions. (5 minutes) 

Students will read excerpt from the Articles of Confederation and then the Constitution with their group.  Explain that they might want to read each one several times (because of the language). 

After reading both documents, have students evaluate the differences.  Although the founding fathers decided to start over with a new document rather than make changes to the Articles of Confederation (A.O.C.), they used their knowledge of what worked and what did not work from the AOC to create the Constitution.

4. Have students concentration on the “***focus on” and their knowledge of history to answer the guidance questions. (20 minutes)
5. Have students share their answers with the class while you write their answers.  Students should use already learned material and today’s activity to answer questions you ask in order to help students conclude the points below (points to make).

6. Wrap Up/Discussion- (15 minutes) Make sure the following points are made: 

A.  States argued over state boundaries.
B. States taxed goods imported from other states.

C. Congress had no power to pass taxes or print money; this was relegated to the individual states

D. Money problems upset creditors and debtors. (Shay’s Rebellion)

E. Trade agreements with other countries were difficult because of the divisions between the thirteen states. Point out that the Articles of Confederation gave power to the states and the Constitution gives power to Congress.  The A.O.C. was a direct result of states having different opinions and wants.  They still saw themselves as independent entities and not as a truly united country.

F. The A.O.C. only had a legislative branch and no executive or judicial branch.  There was no separation or balance of power. 

G. Constitution is amendable- “living document”

H. Weak central/federal/national government because the Articles of Confederation gave the most power to the states- another reason why the Articles were too weak




	Assessment(s)
Evaluate- 3-5 minute writing in their journal using as many details or examples as possible to finish the following statement: (I give my students one minute of think time to gather their thoughts before they start writing)
“It was necessary for the founding fathers to create the Constitution as their new form of government instead of continuing to use the Articles of Confederation. Explain why.”


	Instructional Alternatives

Inclusion/ESL students- have them work in the group that analyze the document titled “AOC & Constitution- Table of Contents”  Students will be able to communicate items that are the same on both table of contents and items that are different. 
Journal prompt: “The Constitution is a better form of government because…”
Or “It is important for the US to have a government because…”
GT students-  Some possible problems Americans could have faced using the Articles of Confederation are… (students work should show examples based on the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation)


	Interdisciplinary Connections

110.16.5.03.C - Students are expected to: explain the effect of a historical event or movement on the theme of a work of literature.

 110.16.5.11.E - Students are expected to: synthesize and make logical connections between ideas within a text and across two or three texts representing similar or different genres.

110.16.5.10 - Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about the author’s purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to draw conclusions from the information presented by an author and evaluate how well the authors purpose was achieved

 110.16.5.12.A - Students are expected to: identify the authors viewpoint or position and explain the basic relationships among ideas (e.g., parallelism, comparison, causality) in the argument; and




_1338899142.doc
Guidance: Read the table of contents from the documents below.  What can you infer, or conclude, the founding fathers discussed that they wanted to change/or leave the same?  What similarities and differences do you notice? Create a Venn diagram illustrating your findings.

Articles of Confederation


Contents 


· Preamble 


· Article I - Style 


· Article II - States Rights 


· Article III - Mutual defense 


· Article IV - Laws of other states to be abided; extradition 


· Article V - The Legislature 


· Article VI - Rights denied the States 


· Article VII - Appointment of military officers 


· Article VIII - United States to pay for defense; taxes 


· Article IX - Rights granted the Federal Government 


· Article X - Committee of States 


· Article XI - Canada may join the United States 


· Article XII - Assumption of debt 


· Article XIII - Articles are Supreme Law, amendment 


· Conclusion 


· Signatories 


Constitution

Table of Contents


· Preamble 


· Article 1 - The Legislative Branch 


· Section 1 - The Legislature 


· Section 2 - The House 


· Section 3 - The Senate 


· Section 4 - Elections, Meetings 


· Section 5 - Membership, Rules, Journals, Adjournment 


· Section 6 - Compensation 


· Section 7 - Revenue Bills, Legislative Process, Presidential Veto 


· Section 8 - Powers of Congress 


· Section 9 - Limits on Congress 


· Section 10 - Powers Prohibited of States 


· Article 2 - The Executive Branch 


· Section 1 - The President 


· Section 2 - Civilian Power Over Military, Cabinet, Pardon Power, Appointments 


· Section 3 - State of the Union, Convening Congress 


· Section 4 - Disqualification 


· Article 3 - The Judicial Branch 


· Section 1 - Judicial Powers 


· Section 2 - Trial by Jury, Original Jurisdiction, Jury Trials 


· Section 3 - Treason 


· Article 4 - The States 


· Section 1 - Each State to Honor all Others 


· Section 2 - State Citizens, Extradition 


· Section 3 - New States 


· Section 4 - Republican Government 


· Article 5 - Amendment 


· Article 6 - Debts, Supremacy, Oaths 


· Article 7 - Ratification 


· Signatories 



_1356186590.doc
Guidance:  Read the excerpts, or parts, from the documents below.  What can you infer, or conclude, the founding fathers discussed about who had the most power (States or Congress)?

Articles of Confederation

Original Wording…

Article II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every Power, Jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled.





Article III. The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other, for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretense whatever.





Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the people of the different States in this union, the free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several States; and the people of each State shall have free ingress and regress to and from any other State, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions, and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any State, to any other State, of which the owner is an inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any State, on the property of the united States, or either of them.


If any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any State, shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the united States, he shall, upon demand of the Governor or executive power of the State from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to the State having jurisdiction of his offense.


Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States to the records, acts, and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other State.


****Focus on “Each state retains its […] freedom, and independence, and every Power…”  “The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other…”

According to the Articles of Confederation, who has more power, the states or Congress? __________________________________________________________________________________________


Why does your group think that they creators would have given the states or Congress (which ever your group choose from the question above) had more power? 


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


What problems can you predict might occur?


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


Constitution


Original Wording…


Section 8 - Powers of Congress

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;


To borrow money on the credit of the United States;


To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;


To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;


To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;


To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;


To establish Post Offices and Post Roads;


To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;


To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;


To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations;


To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;


To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;


To provide and maintain a Navy;


To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;


To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;


To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;


To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; And


To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.


Section 10 - Powers prohibited of States

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.


No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.


After reading this excerpt, or part of the Constitution, who seems to have the most power, the states or Congress?

_____________________________________________


Why do you think the founding fathers gave the most power to the states or Congress (which ever answer your group choose from above)?


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________



_1356186837.doc
Guidance:  Read the excerpts, or parts, from the documents below.  What can you infer, or conclude, the founding fathers discussed that they wanted to change/or leave the same about who had the ability to tax? 


Articles of Confederation

Original Wording…

Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common defense or general welfare, and allowed by the united States in congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several States in proportion to the value of all land within each State, granted or surveyed for any person, as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated according to such mode as the united States in congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint.


The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the several States within the time agreed upon by the united States in congress assembled.

****Focus on “All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common defense or general welfare… shall be supplied by the several States…”


According to the Articles of Confederation, who was responsible for paying taxes? _______________________


Why would this be a problem? 


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


Constitution

Original Wording…

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;

****Focus on “The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes…”


Who has the power to tax in the Constitution? _____________


Why does your group think that the founding fathers included the word “collect taxes” in the Constitution? _____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


Do you see anything similar to the word “collect” in the Articles of Confederation? _____________________


What influence does this have in the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation? 


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_1338899275.doc
Guidance:  Read the excerpts, or parts, from the documents below.  What can you infer, or conclude, the founding fathers discussed that they wanted to change/or leave the same about the Legislative branch? Make a Venn diagram to illustrate the similarities and differences. 


Articles of Confederation


Legislative Branch


Articles- Article V. For the most convenient management of the general interests of the united States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to each State to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year.


No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members; and no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the united States, for which he, or another for his benefit, receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.


Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the States, and while they act as members of the committee of the States.


In determining questions in the united States, in Congress assembled, each State shall have one vote.


Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Congress, and the members of Congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests or imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attendance on Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.


The Constitution


Section 1 - The Legislature

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.


Section 2 - The House

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.


No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.


(Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.) (The previous sentence in parentheses was modified by the 14th Amendment, section 2.) The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five and Georgia three.


When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.


The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.


Section 3 - The Senate

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, (chosen by the Legislature thereof,) (The preceding words in parentheses superseded by 17th Amendment, section 1.) for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.


Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; (and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.) (The preceding words in parentheses were superseded by the 17th Amendment, section 2.) 


No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.


The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.


The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.


The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.


Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.



_1356165184.doc
Rules for Grading “My 5th grade Memoir”

1. Mark each assignment with a paper clip HORIZONTALLY at the top of the right-hand side of the page.


2. Date each assignment on the top line at the right-hand side of the page.


3. Write what the objective of today’s lesson is on the top left-hand side (social studies topic, grammar skill, writing skill (plot, setting, summary etc…).


Rubric for Grading “My 5th grade Memoir” assignments


Points:




Teacher can observe:


9-10



* paper clip and date placed in the upper right corner, objective on






 the top left-hand side of the paper






*demonstrates an understanding of objective taught that day by using 


specific details and relevant information 

7-8



* paper clip and date placed in the upper right corner, objective on






 the top left-hand side of the paper






*demonstrates an understanding of objective taught by using 75% 


 of details and some information on the objective


5-6



* paper clip and date placed in the upper right corner, objective on






 the top left-hand side of the paper






*contains little specific, accurate, and relevant information; doesn’t






demonstrate 50%  understanding of the concept/objective taught


3-4



* paper clip and date placed in the upper right corner, objective on






 the top left-hand side of the paper






*contains very little relevant information; doesn’t demonstrate 25%






understanding of the concept/objective taught; very general

1-2



* paper clip and date placed in the upper right corner, objective on






 the top left-hand side of the paper






*no relevant information on the concept taught


0



* blank or not turned in




Modified from Jim Smith’s original version
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Guidance:  Read the excerpts, or parts, from the documents below.  What can you infer, or conclude, the founding fathers discussed that they wanted to change/or leave the same about how many votes each state received? 


Articles

Original Wording…


Articles- Article V. For the most convenient management of the general interests of the united States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to each State to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year.


No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members; and no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the united States, for which he, or another for his benefit, receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.


Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the States, and while they act as members of the committee of the States.


In determining questions in the united States, in Congress assembled, each State shall have one vote.


**** Focus on this “No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members…”


Why do you think the creators of the Articles decided on this number? __________________________________________________________________________________________

Could this be a problem?  Why or Why not?  Think about the states.  What are the differences between the states?  Could there be a reason some states would want to control the number of people in Congress? 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Constitution


Original Wording...

Article I - The Legislative Branch Note

Section 1 - The Legislature

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.


Section 2 - The House

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.


No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.


(Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.) (The previous sentence in parentheses was modified by the 14th Amendment, section 2.) The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five and Georgia three.


When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.


The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.


Section 3 - The Senate

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, (chosen by the Legislature thereof,) (The preceding words in parentheses superseded by 17th Amendment, section 1.) for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.


Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; (and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.) (The preceding words in parentheses were superseded by the 17th Amendment, section 2.) 


No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.


The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.


The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.


The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.


Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more States concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any other causes whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any State in controversy with another shall present a petition to Congress stating the matter in question and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative or executive authority of the other State in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress shall judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgement and sentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgement, which shall in like manner be final and decisive, the judgement or sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to Congress , and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgement, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the State, where the cause shall be tried, 'well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judgement, without favor, affection or hope of reward': provided also, that no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States.


****Focus on “The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand [people], but each State shall have at Least one Representative…” “The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State…”

Does your group think the founding fathers made a good choice while creating the Constitution in regards to the number of members of Congress?  Why or Why not? 


____________________________________________


______________________________________________
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Guidance:  Read the excerpts, or parts, from the documents below.  What can you infer, or conclude, the founding fathers discussed that they wanted to change/or leave the same about the amendment process? 


Articles of Confederation


Original Wording….


XIII. Every State shall abide by the determination of the united States in congress assembled, on all questions which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this confederation shall be inviolably observed by every State, and the union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a congress of the united States, and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every State.


*****Focus on this “…nor shall any alteration [change] at any time hereafter be made in any of them;…”  


Was the Articles of Confederation able to be amended, or changed?  Yes or no? ___________________


Could this be a problem later? Yes or no? ___________________________

Why does your group think yes or no?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Constitution


Original Wording:

Article V - Amendment Note1 - Note2 - Note3

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.


******Focus on this “The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution…”


Was the Constitution able to be amended, or changed?  Yes or no? __________________


Why does your group think the founding fathers made this change? 


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


